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Marimar Torrea remiemibers
well the Hberating event 40 years
o that helped sst her of Uhe
path of an exciting, more fliill-
ing Hie.

A mmemnbet of a prominent and
historic winemaking famdly in
Spmidn, Toires had been midsed in
a couviry dofined by the cliral
mnd poditical oppression of the
Francisco Franoo dictatorship.

18 wras @ totalitarian regime that,
Emong olver Udngs, stricthy
defined amsd lmbted the rols

of wormnen in Spanish sockety
amdd everyday Iife. In 1973, Tor=
fed vidibed San Prancisos ad,

Franco's Spain.

Wheii | came here Uie st
B b San Franestsoo 1n 1973,

1 lowed 11" Thrres salid. 1 mads
friemds and loved the city. 1
made more friends and loved the
city more®

Two yvears lnfer, Torres
micved ko San Pranciscs and has
nerver looked back. She helped
introdiice Afnerics bo het faim-
ilv's Spamish wines, pubilished
two cookbooks on Spanish
cuising and founded Marimar
Estato wineyards and winery in
Sonorms Counly,

“Tt's in my blood, right =
Torres sald at her Catalan
farmihouise - inspired winery in
U bcolic Green Valley near
Sehastopol. Family genes may
e a fsctor, though it is clear that
the Califormda winery,

& role — it%s all the result of Tor-
res’ nmvwavering will to get the
most out of life.

It was Toores” lineage, how -
ever, that Hoely motivated her to

heer own wiinery. She was

o into Spanish winermaking
rovalty. T tamily isiness —
Bodiega Tormes — was started
by her gread = granifather and
hi= brother in 1870, After being
ot rorped] during the Spandsl
Civil War, the winery was resur-
rected b 15440 by Tormes' father,
hibguel Torres Carbb, Bodega
Torres grow o become Spain’s
largest winery, expanding to
Chile in 1978

Grroeving up in Fanco's Spain,
young Marimar Tormes wiad not
allowed to participate fn any
activity that was not considered
Fropet for 4 lady, Surroanded by
the wine business, she was pot

Ealher.
albowed n vinerands or wineries
Probdbited from . Tor-

res wiotikl have to sneak into the
kitchion where she would oeca-
sionally halp the family coolk
Ax a “lady” Torres sadd, she was
expected to marmy well and ke’
her place.

ipan ot usaed to it Torres

said of her sarly life in Spakn.
=1 musan | was borm inio the
Franco regiime o vou think that's
normal untl you start to trevel
ouliidle Spakn®™

Torres did persusde her par-
ents o ket her study at the LUind-
verity of Rarcelona, where the
sarned & degree n bosiness and

Alarisuas Torres wilh her Beloyved Eaglish Spriager Spanie s by She Don Migoel Viesyand, e afler by

econombcs. She abeo trnesled,
promoting wines and
serving an the compainy s export
director, Thien she married an
American — wine cribic/aTiter
Raobert Findgan — prompting the
move to California.
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T marriage lasted foor year
bt Torres! love of Morthern
Cadtformia ham enstured for
four decade.

Whesth slue irowed 1o tha LLE.,

Eergn
of Torres wines., dealing directly
with distrilsaion. A the tine,
Spamish wines were Hitle known

a thing for a Lady” she said.
“S | relied o friends and

1 bedt acclaime

bm Spaﬁlsh YOOtsa d A\bar.lf\o grow

] b

Mestied in Green Valley mear Sehasinpol s Ehe Bmssian River, Marfor Fatate Winery prodioees highly rafed, eslale oo clanlosneg, pluol
tieadr dnd Albsarifen.

Idﬂ.“h'ﬂlh‘l’!ﬂtﬁm wag buill fm 19020 mﬂulrﬂtth eulate-growmn pnot nols and
in Cabifornia vineyands 1] A i developing & vineyard - Tiomnes said. = one chardannay wines are cheganthy
the increased expense. Vines o aned winery were fol thisg bed to apother” produsced with minimal han
plarded chomer togefiser bo force  in B934 Torres started ber Publishéng & Spenish cook-  dling to reflec the high quality
greater competition amd mose Mmﬂmw-; book, she sald, was the nexi of the frait, A reflection of it
plant siress i an effort to boost @ collection of mecipes  logical slep ln belplng Amerd-  Spandsh rools, in 2012 Marimar
fruft quality. froén all of Spaie wilh st cans ind othem andststand teliacsed & highly acelabned
Torred foliwid het brother's  overvies of Spanith wines, and ity vitramt food amd. Albarifia grown in the Ton
mitvice and planted tha Don Tiames sald that her kove af Thritage, Y bt uel Wimaryand,
Migual imamned after  cooleng hiasomed ondy afler "For e |E was a mission” A conatant presence {n Torc-
et father) in 1086, plasning o ahe moved to San Prancies, Torres sadd. *F was sbout rea’ M has been ber daughier

exild & winery in 1988 She also “It came with my coming o uhowing the wotld what Spanfsh  Criatina, born in 1988, Crivting
enrolbnd in viticulivee classes sl Mhrﬂllm-n'lhﬂ-lﬂ. mlmuvmlﬂu People thought  grew op in the Green Valley
U Turvis fior a year. of Spanish focd a8 spicy bol, wineyand, an] Torres hopes

rlcans what predd  Cristina i maae abot
the wine i, woking in
In 1984, “Ths Lomdon as & brand manager for
']'hel.'.l:l.l-':hrl-l.M Fromeh wisies.
* wat o hif and M'R'I'I’Hlfh:lﬂ'ﬂ'h':ﬂh-lhl!
F

I.l:m.l.h"l

=1 wtazind 1o realize in those
oy most putbcstions didn' E:;
; v & wiime cool e bod evary -
iever  nne had & food colusn” Tor- boraght i J T, In

really  Fes ememben. pirw £l Sile gwner of Th Althesagh Marimar Torres

She started gathering recipes  ery amd vineyand. ton Fiindl bt Ermentisim
feq Spanish culsine, a calegory Miaginar's vineyands are ereathve epiphany in Amer-
that at the Firme Americans centified orgamic and the icu, her life seems |o mirnar thad
tinderstood even bess than fedlows a tall of her mathve commtry during the
Spupiah wise, ko= cifverse amd post - Franeo era. Both Tomes

*It was a way to gef the wine  farming practices. Marimar and Spain have bloasomed,

To Read the Full Article Go To www.NapaValleyRegister.com Search Marimar Torres




